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                          August 18, 2010

Matthew 6:5-14 (New International Version)

Prayer 

 5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

 9"This, then, is how you should pray: 
   " 'Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
 10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
 11Give us today our daily bread. 
 12Forgive us our debts, 
      as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 13And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from the evil one.[a]' 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

Verse – By – Verse Breakdown

v. 5 – Prayer is Personal.
v. 6 – Prayer is Private (i.e. exception corporate / alter type prayer is a different type of prayer)

v. 7 – Prayer is Precise (it is specific and not a memorized, repetitious prayer that is not from the heart).

v. 8 – Prayer is Predicted (God is already aware of your needs before you ask, yet this communication is warranted and welcomed as it contributes towards relationship building).

v. 9 – Prayer is Praising (this verse is a statement of praise as we hallow [or honor] God’s name.  God is holy and majestic, loving and personal and this highlights our respect through praises for His position in our lives.

v. 10 – Prayer is Presence with the Lord.  (The kingdom is present within the heart of the believer [Luke 17:20-21  20Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."]).
Prayer is Passive (Submissive) – receptive to outside impressions or influences; yielding; receiving without resistance.  Allowing God’s will to be done is your life is showing you submit to His perfect will and show the you believe He knows what is best for your life. (Matthew 26:39 39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.")  

v. 11 – Prayer is Provisional.  God provides for all our needs and sustains us.  (Proverbs 30:8  8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread.)
v. 12 – Prayer is Purging (state of wiping clean).  Prayer is Pardoning (holding nothing against anyone).

v. 13 – Prayer is Piloting Protection against Provocation.  God helps you stand strong when being provoked or tempted to do wrong.

v. 14 – Prayer is Pleasing.  Prayer is Proportional (Balanced).  If you want God’s grace and mercy, you must be willing to provide the same to others who require it of you!
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