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After Life
Introduction

If you asked most Christians “What happens to people when they die”, the response would be either “Purgatory” or “They go to Heaven or Hell forever depending on whether they believe in God”. However neither of these is what the Bible says. It isn’t clear how beliefs like this got into the church, perhaps it began as a simplification of the real story but it’s possible it came in from a pagan belief system. This lesson will describe the real story.
Lesson
Terminology

This lesson will use the word Sheol, for the place of the dead, instead of Hell or Hades. The word Sheol appears throughout the Old Testament. It is also the word Jesus would have used. The Greek New Testament translates this to Hades and the English New Testament translates this to Hell.

One of the problems with Hades and Hell comes from translation. The life of a translator is not an easy one, and this is a fine example. A translator can translate a word like Cat very easily because cats are known throughout the world and every language has a word for it and everyone understands what a cat is. This is not true for Sheol.
Not all cultures even recognize a place of the dead and those that do often have very different ideas about what the place is like. Hades, to Greeks, was a very different place from Sheol, to Jews and Christians.

This is the dilemma faced by a translator and there are three ways to handle it.

1. Translate it to the nearest word,

2. Phonetically transcribe it, which means to create a new word in the destination language that has the same sound, or

3. Use a descriptive phrase, in this case “the place of the dead”

The Greek New Testament translator chose to do a translation to the word Hades. The English Old Testament translators chose to phonetically transcribe to the word Sheol. Most English New Testament translations use the word Hell. Some English New Testament translations have chosen to reset the word back to Sheol, to avoid confusion with what the Greeks believed Hades was.
There is also another word that appears as Hell in English. The word in Greek is Geena which is probably a loan word from Hebrew / Aramaic which uses Gehinnom / Gehenna. Gehenna was a real place in Israel where the bodies of the dead were burned. It is used in the New Testament as a symbolic reference to the lake of fire, which we will cover later.
Most Christians believe that Hades and Hell are permanent. Sheol is not, which we will also cover later.
At The Time Of Death

When a person dies, the body and mind die, but the spirit continues on.

(John 19:30) When he took the vinegar, [Jesus] said, "Behold, it is finished." And he bowed his head and gave up his Spirit.
For those few that are given human life again, their spirit returns to join the body and soul.

(Luke 8:54) But he sent everyone outside and he held her by her hand and he called her, and he said, “Little girl, arise.” 55. And her spirit returned, and at once she arose, and he commanded them to give her food.

The Intermediate Place

Many people believe that the spirit then goes to either Heaven or Hell forever. This is not supported by the Bible. It appears this is a belief that has crept into Christianity from other religions.

The Spirit goes to an intermediate (temporary) place that we see Jesus refer to in the story of The Rich Man and Lazarus beginning in Luke 16:19

(Luke 16:23) “And suffering in Sheol, he lifted up his eyes from afar off and he saw Abraham, and [Lazarus] in his bosom.”

(Luke 16:26) ‘[…] there stands a great abyss between us and you, so that those who would pass from here to you are not able, neither is whoever is there able to pass over to us.’

The intermediate place, called Sheol
 in Aramaic and Hebrew, consists of two places, a place of suffering and flames and another place of comfort.
We believe the place of comfort is the place that Jesus is referring to as Paradise.

(Luke 23:43) But [Jesus] said to him, “Amen, I say to you that today you shall be with me in Paradise.”

Jesus plainly knew what Heaven was and he refers to it by name when he says “Our father, who art in Heaven …” So there is reason to believe that Paradise is a different place from Heaven. And being a part of Sheol, it is also a temporary residence.

Further support comes from the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. At his death, Jesus’ spirit descended into Sheol. We know from 1 Peter 3 that he preached to the pre-Noah peoples while there.

(1 Peter 3:19) And he preached to those souls who were held in Sheol, 

20. These who from the first were not convinced in the days of Noah when the long -suffering of God commanded that there would be an ark, upon the hope of their repentance, and only eight souls entered it and were kept alive by water. 
After 3 days he was resurrected and later ascended to Heaven. It would be odd for Jesus to be resurrected only to return to the place from where he had come. This supports the understanding that Heaven and the Paradise part of Sheol are separate places.

In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul describes two events, one where a man (himself we believe) was taken up to Paradise and another where he was taken up to the third Heaven. This too argues for them being different places.

Analysts of Heaven, such as Randy Alcorn
, believe that spirits are assigned to the two parts of Sheol based on their belief (faith) in God. Unbelievers go to the side of suffering; believers to Paradise. This distinction is not a judgment upon their Earthly lives or a punishment / reward. It appears that the suffering is caused by the realization that the sufferers have misunderstood the purpose of living and by the realization that they are separated from what they now desire most – Jesus and the water of life he provides.

The First Resurrection

The spirits in Paradise stay there until the last or 7th trumpet sounds. At that time they are resurrected to new bodies
(1 Corinthians 15:51) Behold, I tell you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be transformed, 52. Suddenly, like the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet, when it shall sound, and the dead shall rise without corruption, and we shall be transformed. 
These new bodies cannot die. Some people believe these will be the exact same bodies we had before, but in a new form. Others believe that we will be given a new body that is recognizable as our old selves. There isn’t enough information to fully support either position.

At this point Paradise is emptied of spirits but the suffering side of Sheol is still very occupied.

After the resurrection, those of the living who are in the body of Christ will be transformed into new bodies. Together with the resurrected, they will join Jesus in the air at his arrival and rule with him in his Earthly Kingdom.
(1 Thessalonians 4:16) Because Our Lord shall descend from Heaven with a command and with the voice of the Archangel and with the trumpet blast of God, and the dead who are in The Messiah shall rise first;

17. And then we who remain, who have life, we shall be carried away with them together in clouds to a meeting of Our Lord in the air, and in this way, we shall always be with Our Lord. 
Satan will be locked up and unable to deceive mankind. The beast and false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire.

The Earthly Kingdom, or Millennial Kingdom, will last for 1000 years. At the end of that time Satan is freed and he goes out immediately to deceive the other kingdoms of the Earth. They rebel and attempt to conquer Jesus. They fail and are all destroyed.

The Second Resurrection / Great White Throne Judgment

Following this, the dead who are in Sheol are resurrected to judgment. Those whose names do not appear in “the Lamb’s book of life” are cast into the Lake of Fire. This is the “Second Death”. Death and Sheol are similarly cast into the Lake of Fire, as is Satan. These verses come from Revelation 20
10. […] The Devil, was cast into The Lake of Fire and Brimstone […], and they shall be tormented day and night for the eternity of eternities. 
14. And Death and Sheol were cast into The Lake of Fire - this which is the second death.

It’s important at this point to understand that the universe is described in the Bible as consisting of the Sheol, Earth and 3 Heavens. The first Heaven is our atmosphere. The second Heaven is space and the stars, planets, and such. The third Heaven is the home of God. Below all of these is Sheol.
With the only people now remaining being the one’s named in “the Lamb’s book of Life”, the Earth and Heavens are destroyed and a new Earth and new Heavens are created.

(Revelation 21:1) And I saw new Heavens and a new Earth, for the former Heavens and the former Earth had departed, and the Sea was no more. 2. And I saw The Holy City, New Jerusalem, descending from Heaven from beside God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 
Some, including Randy Alcorn, believe that the Earth and Heavens are renewed rather than being destroyed and new ones created. That’s a distinction too fine to quibble over.

The Holy City descends to the New Earth and we are rewarded according to our works and live there forever.

Summary
The following table presents a list of all the major possible events after a person’s death.
	
	Believers
	Non-Believers

	Death
	✓
	✓

	Intermediate Place
	✓ Paradise / Abraham’s Bosom
	✓ Torment

	1st Resurrection
	✓
	

	Millennium
	✓
	

	2nd Resurrection
	
	✓

	Judgment
	✓
	✓

	Eternity
	✓ New Earth / New Heavens
	✓ Lake of Fire
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