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The Prince To Come
Background

Since the time of Christ, Christians have wondered who the Antichrist would be and before them the Jews also wondered. One of the verses that give some insight comes from Daniel 9:26-27 “The people of the [prince] who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary”
 At this point in the book of Daniel, the prophecy is talking about the death of the Messiah and the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and the 2nd Temple that would follow.
Many people believe this refers to the Romans, who destroyed the city and temple in 70 A.D. Therefore the antichrist would be Roman. However, Rome collapsed before 500 A.D. So this viewpoint has required substitutes to carry on “Rome”. One idea is that the Church of Rome (Roman Catholic) has continued on the name of Rome and therefore the Antichrist will come from it. Another is that Europe has continued on in the style of Rome and therefore the Antichrist will come from it.
But for the past thousand years there has been a small minority who have been saying, you are looking in the wrong place. With recent world events and developments more people are beginning to consider this “new” line of thinking.

This study presents that idea – that the prince to come will come from Arabs and his one world government and one world religion will be Islamic. While not everyone agrees, Christians need to be aware of this possibility.
Lesson
First, how is it possible that the antichrist would not be a Roman? We know the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple. Josephus provides the answer. Rome was a city-state that conquered the world. Their simply were not enough fighting age men in Rome to populate an army that could conquer and control a people and area of the size of the Roman Empire. The Roman army was populated by the people of many other nations. And these people were grouped together into units by language and culture so that they could communicate and work together.
Josephus tells us that the units that actually destroyed the city and temple contained Syrians and thus were probably Arab units. It’s also important to understand that it was not the desire of the Romans to destroy the temple. The Romans were polytheistic and one god was pretty much as good as another to them – though each man had his favorite. “Destroying the Temple was not among [the Roman commander, Caesar] Titus' goals, possibly due in large part to the massive expansions done by Herod the Great mere decades earlier.”
 In fact, Josephus relates how the Roman leadership ordered the temple not be burned, tried to stop the fire when the soldiers started it against orders, and were shocked at the frenzy with which the soldiers attacked the temple. 
“Then did Caesar, both by calling to the soldiers that were fighting, with a loud voice, and by giving a signal to them with his right hand, order them to quench the fire. […] But as for the legions that came running thither, neither any persuasions nor any threatenings could restrain their violence, but each one's own passion was his commander at this time. [...] And now, since Caesar was no way able to restrain the enthusiastic fury of the soldiers, and the fire proceeded on more and more, he went into the holy place of the temple. […] Titus supposing what the fact was, that the house itself might yet be saved, he came in haste and endeavored to persuade the soldiers to quench the fire, and gave order to Liberalius the centurion, and one of those spearmen that were about him, to beat the soldiers that were refractory [stubborn, rebellious, and uncontrollable] with their staves, and to restrain them; yet were their passions too hard for the regards they had for Caesar, and the dread they had of him who forbade them, as was their hatred of the Jews, and a certain vehement inclination to fight them, too hard for them also […] And thus was the holy house burnt down, without Caesar's approbation”

Therefore the people that actually destroyed the temple and city were Arabs, of the lineage of Ishmael, the son of Abraham by his maidservant.
At the time the Arabs were also polytheistic. The moon and a black meteorite were their chief symbols. About 600 years after Christ, a warrior called Mohammed appeared. Based on things he learned about Judaism and Christianity from travelers he met he determined to convert his people from polytheism to monotheism. It became the religion we now know as Islam. While they try to distance themselves from their roots, the crescent moon appears on their flags and the meteorite is now housed in a square building at the center of Mecca.
Salmon Rushdie was one of the main people in modern times to alert the Western world to the danger of Islam with his book “Satanic Verses”. His title may have been more correct than he realized. But it wasn’t until 9/11 that most people started to look seriously at Islam to see if it fit the descriptions found in Bible prophecy.
Islamic Prophecy

Like Christianity, and Judaism before it, Islam has “prophecies” and an eschatology or end-times belief system. But it is surprising to learn how one is the mirror of the other and therefore they fit together like puzzle pieces.
The main players in each eschatology are

	Judeo-Christian
	Islamic

	The Antichrist – The Bible does not make clear who this person is or where he comes from. At one point he is called the Assyrian; at another he is said to come from the people that destroyed the city and temple. The “Assyrian” may be a type, not a nationality, in the same way that John the Baptist was a type of Elijah. We know The Antichirst more by what he will do and how he will act.
	Al Mahdi (Imam Mahdi, The 12th Imam, or The Hidden Imam) – Some Shia Muslims believe the Mahdi will be the return of the 12th Imam who was a real person living in the 9th century.
 Sunnis and some Shia do not accept this. Whoever he is he will be named after Muhammad and his father. And Al Mahdi will come from their line. Ahmadinejad

	The False Prophet – The Bible is even less clear about the nature of this person. Again we know him more by what he will do and how he will act. He works to assist the Antichrist. Revelation 13 calls him the second Beast. His name is said to add to or count to 666.
1) Was like The Lamb but was speaking like the Dragon.

2) Exercises the power of the first Beast (Antichrist)
3) Makes everyone worship the first Beast

4) Performs great signs like bringing fire down from heaven

5) Makes everyone make an image to the beast and brings it to life. Those who do not worship it are murdered

6) Causes all to receive a mark
	Isa – This name is Jesus / Yeshua in Arabic. But Christians would not recognize this Jesus because he is Jesus as Muslims see him. They claim that Jesus never died, was not a God nor son of God, and was only a prophet. This Jesus serves as the second to Al Mahdi
1). He will be subordinate to the Mahdi. 
2). Directs all attention off of himself and onto the Mahdi. 
3). A devout Muslim. 
4). Institutes Islamic Sharia Law. 
5). Acts as a Muslim evangelist. 
6). Abolishes Christianity. 
7). Kills the Dajjal as well as his Jewish followers. 
8). Persecutes Christians and Jews and forces them to convert or face death. 
9). Remains on earth approximately four years. 
10). Marries and eventually dies.



	?
	Dajjal – 'The Messiah Deceiver.' This is the evil against which Al Mahdi and Isa fight. Dajjal tries to lead people away from Allah, Al Mahdi, and Isa.
1). He will be a great deceiver. 
2). Be one-eyed. 
3). Perform false miracles. 
4). Claims to be Jesus Christ and will claim to be divine. 
5). Be of Jewish descent. 
6). Is killed by the Islamic version of Jesus.


There is a strong correlation between The First Beast / Antichrist and Al Mahdi and between The Second Beast / False Prophet and Isa. The table below
 compares prophecies concerning The Antichrist and Al Mahdi.
	The Antichrist (Judeo-Christian)
	Al Mahdi (Islamic)

	Will be the head of a one world government
	Will be the head of a one world government

	Leads a one world religion
	Sets up Islam as a one world religion

	Confirms a 7 year treaty between the Jews and the Gentile world
	Upholds a 7 year treaty between the Jews and the Gentile world

	Rules for approximately 7 years
	Rules for approximately 7 years

	The Bible describes a white horseman of the Apocalypse
	Muslim scholars see this as evidence of the Mahdi in the Christian Bible

	Invades / conquers Israel and Jerusalem
	Invades / conquers Israel and Jerusalem

	Rules from Jerusalem
	Rules from Jerusalem

	Targets and persecutes Christians and Jews who do not convert
	Focuses his conversion efforts on Jews and Christians and kills those who do not convert

	Changes the laws and the calendar
	Implements Sharia Law and the use of the Islamic calendar

	Assisted by the false prophet
	Assisted by Isa

	Granted supernatural powers from Satan to perform signs and wonders
	Granted supernatural powers from Allah to perform signs and wonders

	Arrives on the scene during a period of great turmoil caused by war, crime, natural disasters, and religious apostasy
	Arrives on the scene during a period of great turmoil caused by war, crime, natural disasters, and religious apostasy


Why the similarities, why the differences

If indeed Al Mahdi is The Antichrist, here is the situation in his time. The world will be dispirited and in turmoil. Out of the chaos will come a leader. At first his authority is small but he soon becomes powerful. His philosophy of peace is well received and he becomes known as a peace broker. He establishes a 7 year peace agreement between Israel and either the world or just the Muslim world. At some point he begins to display supernatural powers. He finds the Ark of the Covenant and some ancient Jewish and Christian documents, which he uses to show that modern Judaism and Christianity are distortions of the truth they once held. By now he is essentially the leader of the world. With Judaism and Christianity discredited, he commands that everyone convert to Islam or be killed.
With a man of such skill and power and with such a threat to life, it’s easy to see that most people would convert to Islam. It would also be no surprise to find that many weak and uninformed Christians would also convert.
Conclusion
It is important for Christians to know what the Bible says about the great deceivers to come and the various interpretations of those passages. There are important warnings that will keep us from being fooled by the Antichrist. But it is also important not to “believe” in any one interpretation of the scriptures to the exclusion of all others. Instead Christians should be informed and watchful.
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