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The Purpose of The Church
Intro:
Acts 2:42 could be considered a purpose statement for the church: “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” According to this verse, the purposes/activities of the church should be 1) teaching biblical doctrine, 2) providing a place of fellowship for believers, 3) observing the Lord’s supper, and 4) praying.

God’s Church is a place of refuge and blessing
Psalm 84

 1 How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty!  2 My soul yearns, even faints, 
   for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
   where she may have her young— a place near your altar, LORD Almighty, my King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
Imagine the thought that God has provided you a place of shelter and protection, a place whereby you can find solace and peace of mind, imagine no more, this place is the church.  Note God’s word says in verse 4, “Blessed are those who dwell in your house;…”  If a person is looking for blessing, being in the house of God (church) is an answer!
God’s Church is a training camp, equipping God’s children with His word which gives power to serve.

Ephesians 4:11-16

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
Note:  Verse 11 says JESUS gave….evangelist, pastors, and teachers “…to equip his people for works of service”  If you believe in the entire Bible and believe that God does not waste time nor scripture, nor does He speak or do things in vain, they you will believe that the church which houses the pastors, teachers, evangelist (to be sent out), etc. has purpose.  Jesus does not endorse jobs as such without purpose which is tied to the church.

The church in itself is the training ground which is used for helping baby believers to become mature believers who are not easily tossed back and forth by any and everything that sounds good, but by adhering to the Biblical teaching of the pastors, teachers, evangelist etc. in the church, God’s people are better equipped to handle the challenges of this world (as directed by Satan).

Although a person may find salvation through reading, accepting, and applying the word of God, a preachers role (preachers being tied to the church) cannot be minimized, nor can the church as scripture shows below:  
Romans 10:13-14

13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”[f] 

 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 

God’s preachers are tasked to spread the gospel of Christ which provides salvation to the believer, and though this can be done outside of the church, it is also done within the church and further solidifies the multipurpose of the church.
God’s Church is a place of encouragement and spiritual support; also healing and deliverance.
Hebrews 10:19-25

 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
We all need encouragement, spiritual support, healing and deliverance at some time or another, or at the very least, know someone who does!  This can be found in the church!  The church is an established place for fellowship and an established location for believers to show love and support for one another.  Verse 24 encourages us not to give up meeting with one another, instead continue meeting in an effort to encourage one another!
God’s Church is a place of prayer
James 5:13-16

The Prayer of Faith

 13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
No matter who we are, we are all in the need of prayer from time to time, if not daily!  We all face trouble and sickness at times and if not us, someone we know.  The good news is that the church is an established place of prayer whereby you can fine righteous people ready, able, and equipped to pray for deliverance for all!
God’s church is not a place established with the sole purpose to generate money as any secular business may engage.
John 2:14-16

14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!”
Although some people have abuse the platform of the church and made it a place simple to channel money and increase finances, that is not the purpose of the church.  Although money is used within the church to function, the church has established methods for bringing in what’s needed for tithes and offerings.  Those that view the church as a breeding ground for greed have the wrong idea and those that use is for such will be rebuked!
In closing God’s church is a lot of things such as a place of refuge, healing, prayer, support, equipping, etc. and though it provides social support as prescribed by the Bible, it is not a lending institution, a bank, a social club, a social services organization, etc.  Let us get back to the basics, and more so, back to the Bible and the Biblical purposes of the church!  May God Bless You All to Receive This Lesson in the Spirit it was Taught!

God’s church is to becomes one with Jesus, just as the husband becomes one with the wife!
Ephesians 5:31-32

31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”[a] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

God has an expectation that we united with the church which will be a platform for uniting with Him as one!!!!
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