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What is Sin?
Sin is the transgression or violation of religious or moral law; the disobedience to the will of God; a condition of estrangement from God resulting from such disobedience.  Something viewed as shameful and wrong in deed, action, and words that violates the will of God.

     Sin is the breaking of God's law.  If God says "Do not lie" and you lie, then you have broken His law and sinned.  When you sin, you offend God because it is His law that you have broken.  Also, the reason God says to not lie, not cheat, etc., is because these laws reflect the moral purity of His nature.  Therefore, the Law is a reflection of the character of God.  It is wrong to lie because God cannot lie.  It is wrong to steal because God cannot steal, etc.  The moral law is not arbitrary.  It is based on God's holiness.
     The law, then, is a standard of moral purity.  The Old Testament contains the Law of God.  It is a perfect standard because it is God's standard.  When we fail to keep the law, we sin.  When we sin, we offend God.  This offense against God results in a judgment.  Laws are laws because they have penalties.  There is no law without a penalty.  Therefore, breaking God's law brings judgment which is separation from God.  "But your sins have made a separation between you and your God," (Isaiah 59:2).  And, "the wages of sin is death..." (Rom. 6:23).  So, to sin, to break God's law, results in judgment.  The judgment is known as damnation which is the righteous judgment of God upon the sinner.  If God did not judge the sinner, then He is not upholding His holiness and he would be allowing sinners to go unpunished.
     Of course, Jesus came to take our place and die for our sins (1 Pet. 2:24).  This means that Jesus bore our sin in His body on the cross and paid for them.  He took the judgment upon himself.  This further means that anyone who trusts in what Jesus did on the cross will have his sins removed; he will be saved from God's future judgment.
     So, replying to the question "What is sin?" is best answered by saying that it is breaking God's law.  

     Sin is when we go against God's word or His law (1 John 3:4). We do this by either NOT DOING what God requires us to do or by DOING what He forbids us to do. Sin can occur in three ways:

-- THOUGHT (1 John 3:15  Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.)
-- WORD (Matthew 5:22  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother[a]will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,[b]' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.)
-- or DEED (Roman 1:32  Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.)
Sin is the transgression or violation of religious or moral law; the disobedience to the will of God; a condition of estrangement from God resulting from such disobedience.  Something viewed as shameful and wrong in deed, action, and words that violates the will of God.
All people have sinned.  Therefore, all people are under God's judgment -- except for those who've trusted in God's provision to escape that judgment. Where are you?  Are you in the place of God's judgment or of salvation in Christ?

Jesus came to take our place and die for our sins (1 Pet. 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.).  Since Jesus died on the cross for our sins, anyone that truly accepts Jesus as Lord and Savior will partake in the salvation God offers to the believer.  
     Although many claim to be believers, their lives reflect otherwise, even after receiving the truth.  That leaves the questions, have they truly accepted Jesus Christ, if not, are they truly saved by the blood of Christ (i.e. able to partake in the salvation offer clearly attached to our need to believe.)
Questions About Sin

1.  Did God create sin?

    No, God did not create sin.  Because God is holy, to create sin would go against His very nature.  He is holy and He wants us to live holy, therefore to create sin would fall in opposition of His holiness.  In addition, God is the creator and author of the law as sin in the Old Testament and the New Testament moral law, therefore it would be an oxymoron for Him to create lawlessness (Sin is just that 1 John 3:4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.)

     We must understand that God allows man to have Free Will.  Based on man’s ability to live within this free will, it is man that chose the option outside of the law and will of God, which by definition becomes sin.  Simply viewing Adam and Eve, they were made without sin, but chose to go against the will of God, with the free will given them (Genesis 3).  God did not cause them to sin (James 1:13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone)
2.  Was the first sin committed by Eve? Yes.  Genesis 3
The Fall of Man 

 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " 

 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Eve knew just as well as Adam what tree not to eat from.  She was also aware she wasn’t to touch it.  It is therefore likely that she touched the tree and clear that she ate of the forbidden tree before Adam, making her the first to sin.
3.  Since, suicide is a sin that one cannot seek forgiveness on their own for, will they automatically go to Hell? 

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast" (Eph. 2:8-9).  God may still save even he that commits suicide, through grace.
For starters, we must understand that all that live have sinned and that we all have the possibility of dying without having sought forgiveness of our sin.  The main questions would be, was the person that committed suicide truly a believer in Jesus Christ and had they confessed Him as Lord and Savior?  If so, then they are likewise subject to the Grace of God and may well be able to go to Heaven.
4.  Can we pray for the sins of the dead while they are in what some know as purgatory?  This is mainly a Catholic practice.  As mainstream Protestant Christians, we have no Biblical basis for such a practice.  Furthermore, Jesus is already been identified as the only one able to atone for the sins of the living and the dead.  “Purgatory (Lat., "purgare", to make clean, to purify) in accordance with Catholic teaching is a place or condition of temporal punishment for those who, departing this life in God's grace, are, not entirely free from venial faults, or have not fully paid the satisfaction due to their transgressions.”    In essence, as Protestant line Christians (i.e. Baptist, Methodist, Episcopalian, etc.), we need not worry about praying for the sins of the dead.  Jesus is the arbitrator for the dead and living before God.  You may use that prayer time for other purposes.
5.  Are babies born sinners? 
The Bible does not specifically point out yes or no, however, based on the notion that all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God.  Therefore we may answer Yes to this question.  We must also understand that though a baby may not even know what sin is, and some even die at an early age, we still have a gracious God and babies too may be saved by the grace of our Lord.

  Psalms 58:3  Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies.  This scripture lets us know that even from birth babies are capable of sin which points to the likelihood of them having an inherently sinful nature.
1 Corinthians 7:14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.

This scripture lets us know that the sinful unbelieving spouse may benefit from having a believing spouse, likewise the children of the believer.  We can help our children by being believers ourselves.  If we are believers, we are an example that stands immediately before them, displaying the way holy lives should be lived.  In addition, we put ourselves in a better position to teach them right from wrong, thus helping them to learn how to battle the problem of sin.  Although, Jesus has already conquered sin and the believer benefits from the atonement of the Savior, we can still teach the sinful child how to live and obey the moral fibers of God’s word.
Romans 5:12
· "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned, 

The Bible points out that all have sinned.  Because one does not know he is sinning, does not stop it from being a sin. Nevertheless, the all encompasses everyone, including babies.  

6.  What is the age of accountability for children to bear their own sins? 
Although this sounds good and many have heard of it.  The Bible displays no particular scripture specifically pointing out and noting an age of accountability.  We should however, take into account however the Grace of God that He, as well as us, may take into account the ability of our youth to understand sin (good and evil).  Keeping this in mind, even if a child has not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, it is possible for God to be gracious upon their lives until a point of acceptance and understanding.        

     Also, let it be duly noted that this is age in general, should be one in which a child is old enough to understand the moral consequences of his or her actions and can be held accountable for sins.  This age may be different with every person due to differences in personal and psychological maturation.
As previously mentioned, although the Bible does not inherently point out a specific age of accountability, the age 20 does find much Biblical support as seen in the following scripture.
Some believe age 20 is the accountable age due to determinants like: 
1. Everyone in the wilderness wandering with Moses ages 20 and above died over time. (Numbers 14:29, 32:11) 
2. Levites began training to be priests at age 20. (1Chronicles 23:24-27; Ezra 3:8) 
3. Military service began at age 20. (Numbers 1:3, 18) 
4. Israelites were counted in a census if they were 20 and above. (Exodus 30:14; Leviticus 27:3)
7.  Is eating certain foods a sin? And is eating too much a sin?  

     In the Old Testament certain foods were deemed unclean, but New Testament scripture lets us know that God is able to make all foods clean and suitable for eating.  In addition, it is not what goes into man that is a sin, but what comes out of him.

     In reference to eating too much (Gluttony), the true issue is that of self-control.  God wishes us to live self-controlled lives and when we don’t this is when the issue of sin enters the picture as seen in Ecclesiastes 7:18 and self-control discussed in Galatians 5:23 and Titus 2:12).
Mark 7:15 15 Nothing outside a man can make him 'unclean' by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him 'unclean.' "

Acts 10:9-15

Peter's Vision 

 9) About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10) He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11) He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12) It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13) Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 

 14"Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." 

 15The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." (See also Mt. 15:11 & 1 Tim 4:3-5).
Over Eating or Gluttony
“Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness clothes them in rags.” (Proverbs 23:20-21)

“He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of gluttons disgraces his father.” (Proverbs 28:7)

“When you sit to dine with a ruler, note well what is before you, and put a knife to your throat if you are given to gluttony.” (Proverbs 23:2)

8.  Are all sins forgivable? 
The Bible passages that deal with unpardonable sin are listed below: 
Matthew 12:31-32 says, "And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come." 

Luke 12:10 says, "And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven."
Understanding blasphemy as irreverent speech or actions towards sacred things, one could find themselves being blasphemous if they intentionally mock, ridicule, disrespect, etc. the Word of God as seen and understood in the Holy Bible.  This in itself is going against the will of God and falls in the realm of sin.  

     Although blasphemy is seen as the unforgivable sin, we must not read too far into the scripture to assume that one who commits this sin will not partake in the promises of salvation.  Again, as believers, we are all able to partake of God’s grace if it be His will, even the sinner of this magnitude.

In closing, not all sins are not forgiven, yet we may be pardoned (released from punishment) from them all.

Micah 7:18
Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.

Numbers 14:19 & 20
19 In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now." 

 20 The LORD replied, "I have forgiven them, as you asked.

9.  Will we still make it into heaven if we’ve sinned and continue to sin a lot?  

    It should be understood that a person’s heart should be truly geared toward living the Christian lifestyle and truly believing that Jesus died on the cross for the sins of all and through his death our sins may be atoned.  If one simply gave lip service in their acceptance of Jesus Christ, that person has no guarantee of salvation and thus if that person continue to sin, he or she subjects themselves more so to God’s judgment than His grace.
     I will say as a side note however, that Jesus is the mediator on our behalf and for those who are overtaken by weakness and sin, there is still hope the Son will speak on your behalf to the father and grace may well be yours.  This however, does not give a person a green light to sin continuously and intentionally if the truth of God’s word is known.  This brings into question the state of their heart at the time of commitment to Christ and thereafter. 
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved...For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Romans 10:9,13
 Hebrews 10:26-29  26) If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27) but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.
With the above scripture in mind, I say to the believer as well as the non-believer, what do you expect Heaven or Hell if you keep sinning (intentionally even with knowledge of the truth)?
1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus
1 John 2:1-2 NIV [1] My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. [2] He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world

1 John 3:9-10 NIV [9] No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. [10] This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother

10.  Will we always be forgiven, regardless of how bad the sin is?                 Outside of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit as mentioned above, God will forgive the confessing believer of all his sins.  
1 John 1: 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
11.  Jesus was nailed on the cross and killed, what sin did He commit?
 Jesus committed no sin.

1 Peter 2:21-25  21) To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23) When t)hey hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24) He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25) For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
12.  If we are “Once Saved – Always Saved, why do we have to worry about not sinning?  We must first ask the question, upon confession of Jesus Christ being Lord and Savior who died for our sins, was the confessor truly confessing from the heart and had they truly come to a point of acceptance and commitment to living the life of a Christian.  In other words, were they simply giving lip service or had they come to a point of enlightenment and spiritual renewal.  

Eph 2:8-10 8) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9) not by works, so that no one can boast. 10) For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  It should be understood that there is nothing we can do to work our way into heaven.  It is by God’s grace that we are saved.  With that said, God does not have to extend his grace to the sinner.  Understanding grace as God’s Divine love and protection bestowed freely on people; the state of being protected or sanctified by the favor of God; an excellence or power granted by God one should understand that God is able to withhold this grace, just as well as He is able to freely give it. 
Those that deliberately keep on sinning should be ever reminded of this scripture below.  They should consider the fact that if they have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior and continue to intentionally sin, then they virtually place Him back up on the cross and the sacrifice for their lives may well be void.  With that in mind, what expectation should that person have when it comes to going to Heaven or Hell.
Hebrews 10:26-29  26) If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27) but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.                                                                                                                      Keep on sinning and there will be some so-called saved Christian going to Hell, if God does not spare them through His grace.
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.                                 If you truly believe in the Son, then you believe in God and His words.  You believe in the morality of living that is taught in the Holy Bible and you believe the truth of the word as it provides us guidance and directions on how to live our lives.  If one truly believes in something, then he/she will do all within his/her will to uplift and support it.  That includes making their best attempt to live within the will and spirit of the Word of God.
Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,
If one continues to work out their salvation with fear and trembling, they are simply showing reverence to God’s word and the natural fear of the Lord.  This is a person who wants to do right at all times, not just when another is watching.
Jesus says in John 14:6 … "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  

     If the “Once Saved, Always Saved” person believes this then they would accept scripture such as that below which describes how there is no darkness in God.  Therefore there is no darkness in His holy word.  It the person claiming to be saved is truly saved, then they will no longer seek or desire to walk in darkness (sinful lifestyle).  
     If they do not live by the truth as mentioned in 1 John 1:6 below, and who is the “Truth” – Jesus, and by whom do we come to the Father, by “…the way the truth, and the life.”  So for the so-called saved, if they are not true to the confession made by mouth, in their hearts, they may not be eternally dwelling with the Father (God).
1 John 1:5-7

Walking in the light 

 5) This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6) If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7) But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

1 Corinthians 15:1-2

1) Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2) By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
     If the “Once Saved, Always Saved” has truly taken a stance to walk with Jesus and live by the statue of God’s word to the best of his/her ability, then it is apparent that they will be fine when it comes to receiving the promise of salvation and eternal life.  However, if this person does not hold firmly to the word of God, then they may have simply wasted their time.  In other words as 1 Corinthians 15:2 points out, “…if you hold firmly to the word I preached…” then you are saved by this gospel.  In other words, you need more than lip service; you need obedience to the word of God.
Romans 6

Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ 

 1) What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2) By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3) Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4) We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
Those claiming to be “Saved” are alive in Christ, in and through His word which should be reflective in the manner of which they live their lives.  Simply put, we should not go on sinning as we would anticipate God’s grace to increase to match up with our sins.
Overall, the “Once Saved, Always Saved” is an attitude that needs to be curbed and those claiming this need to take a serious look at their salvation to see if they are living holy and “Saved” lives before they start cashing in on an insurance policy that they have never paid on!
13.  Is anyone perfect and does anyone live a perfect life?  
No. The Apostle Paul says in Romans 3:23: "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."  
"If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives" (1 John 1:8-10).

"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God" ROMANS 3:23
14.  Some homosexuals and lesbians claim their sin is no greater than any other sin and that is the justification used to support a gay/Christian lifestyle.  Can you be homosexual and a Christian?  
     If a believer believed then became subject to the homosexual or lesbian lifestyle, that may still be consider a Christian.  However, their true conviction and commitment to the faith comes into the question.  This is not an accidental sin or isolated incident, but a lifestyle change that is contrary to what the Holy Bible Teaches.     
     On the other hand, if they were already parties to that lifestyle and never gave it up, yet claimed to be partakers of the truth with no genuine intent to change from that lifestyle then it is highly unlikely that have truly accepted the faith.  The faith in itself comes with many said and unsaid truths and principles of which we should live by.

We see in Leviticus 18:22 God says, “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.”  

     Although this is part of the Old Testament law, the morality of this law has not changed.  Furthermore, if someone is living this lifestyle then they are “Living In Sin” verses the Christian who “Lives and Sins”.  Those living in sinful lifestyles leave little room for a true relationship with God to be established simply because of the wedge that sin causes being ever present with those living in sin.  
    Again this falls into the category of deliberate sin as mentioned in the following scripture:  Hebrews 10:26-29  26) If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27) but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.   Therefore those “Living in Sin” should not have high expectations of dwelling with the Father eternally (though not impossible if it be by His grace).  
     I will also say that just as the Homosexual or Lesbian chooses to live a lifestyle contrary to God’s moral and Biblical guidance, those who live ungodly lives, day in and day out, are subject to the same fate.                                                                                                                  
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