Healing The Blind

Blind Luck
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One day at a busy airport, the passengers on a commercial airliner are seated, waiting for the cockpit crew to show up so they can get under way. The pilot and co-pilot finally appear in the rear of the plane, and begin walking up to the cockpit through the center aisle. 
       
      Both appear to be blind. The pilot is using a white cane, bumping into passengers right and left as he stumbles down the aisle, and the co-pilot is using a guide dog. Both have their eyes covered with huge sunglasses. At first the passengers do not react; thinking that it must be some sort of practical joke. However, after a few minutes the engines start spooling up and the airplane, starts moving down the runway. 
       
      The passengers look at each other with some uneasiness, whispering among themselves and looking desperately to the flight attendants for reassurance. Then the airplane starts accelerating rapidly and people begin panicking. Some passengers are praying, and as the plane gets closer and closer to the end of the runway, the voices are becoming more and more hysterical. Finally, when the airplane has less than 20 feet of runway left, there is a sudden change in the pitch of the shouts as everyone screams at once, and at the very last moment the airplane lifts off and is airborne. 
       
      Up in the cockpit, the co-pilot breathes a sigh of relief and turns to the Captain: "You know, one of these days the passengers aren't going to scream, and we are gonna get killed!"
Many people, including proclaiming Christians are placing their lives in the hands of the wrong people, are you? 
Blind - unable to see, permanently or temporarily; unwilling or unable to understand something; lacking awareness; 
* to make somebody temporarily unable to see; to make somebody permanently unable to see; to make somebody unable to judge or act rationally; to make it difficult for somebody to understand something.
*anything that blocks the free passage of light, sight, or air; a device that is pulled down to shut out the light from a window; 

John 9:13-34 (New International Version)

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

 13) They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14) Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 15) Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." 

 16) Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." 
      But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 

 17) Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." 
      The man replied, "He is a prophet." 

 18) The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19) "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" 

 20) "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. 21) But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 22) His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ[a] would be put out of the synagogue. 23) That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 

 24) A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God,[b]" they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 

 25) He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" [Folks are worried about the wrong thing]
 26) Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 

 27) He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" 

 28) Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29) We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

 30) The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31) We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. 32) Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33) If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 

 34) To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out.  [Folks will sometimes kick you out of their lives for telling them truths they don’t want to hear.] 
Blind Lead the Blind, they both fall in a ditch.

Matthew 15:14  Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.
Mark 10:46-52
Blind Bartimaeus Receives His Sight 

 46) Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47) When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

 48) Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

 49) Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called to the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you." 50) Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

 51)"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. 
      The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want to see." 

 52) "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

Psalm 146:8  the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous.
Isaiah 42:20  You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you hear nothing."
Saul Blinded After Seeing The Light ( For some, receiving the Light can be blinding, yet if they allow another believer to assist them, they can see again, with clarity and spirit)

Acts 9:3-7 & 17
3) As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4) He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 

 5) "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6)"Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

 7) The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8) Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9) For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

17) Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18) Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19) and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

2 Peter 1:1-11
 1) Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:  2) Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

Making One's Calling and Election Sure 

 3) His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4) Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

 5) For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6) and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7) and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8) For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9) But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

 10) Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11) and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Becoming Healed From Blindness

1. Accept Jesus Christ as the light of their life. John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
2. Allow God’s leadership to guide you.  Isaiah 42:16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.  

3. Accept guidance from those God places in your life.  We find this leadership in God’s Holy word and guidance given to us through his ministers. 1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
4. Have Faith.  As Jesus told Bartimaeus in Mark 10:52  52) "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

