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Bible Study on

Biblical View of Death
1. Where do we first hear of death?  Genesis 2:15-17   15) The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16) And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17)  but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 
      The act that Adam and Eve committed in the Garden was considered sin since they disobeyed God.  This would become the corridor / entrance of sin into the world from that day on and accompanying it would be death.  It is sort of an ironic sense, the birth of sin brought death.  Yet because of God’s love for mankind, He would allow us an opportunity for redemption and salvation through Jesus Christ.
Romans 6:23 23) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in[a] Christ Jesus our Lord.
· Some ask “What is sin?”  Simply speaking, any wrongdoing / actions contrary to the righteous life the Holy Bible instructs us to live (see: 1 John 5:17 17All wrongdoing is sin…)
· We must understand that all have sinned as the Holy Bible states in Romans 3:23 23) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
2.  How do we obtain eternal life after physical death?  Jesus was speaking to the Jews who were persecuting him for working on the Sabbath  and spoke in John 5:24-30  saying 24) "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 25) I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26) For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27) And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

 28) "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29) and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30) By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.
3)  Is there any other way to heaven except through Jesus?  Based on the following passage, no.  Many people heard of  John 3:16  16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[b] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life., but we must read a little further to get a clearer / deeper understanding.  For instance look at the following scripture.
John 14:1- 6   1) "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2) In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3) And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4) You know the way to the place where I am going." 

Jesus the Way to the Father 

 5) Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

 6) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

We must understand God wants all to be saved, yet man must go through Jesus, the mediator between God and man in order to get into heaven as the following scripture states.  
· 1 Timothy 2:4-6  4) who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5) For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6) who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.

· 1 John 1:1-2  1) My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2) He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

4.  What is the connection of Adam, sin, & death with Jesus?

Romans 5:12-21

Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ 

 12) Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 13) for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14) Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 

 15) But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16) Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17) For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 18) Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19) For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

 20) The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21) so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Let it be understood that the acts of Adam (and Eve) brought condemnation on all mankind, yet through belief in Jesus, man can be acquitted and live the eternal life promise.  However, we must not miss the underlying thought of obedience to Jesus as noted in verse 19 above.

4.  Is or can there be life after physical death?  Based on biblical record, IF WE BELIEVE IN JESUS, YES.  Take into account what Jesus told Martha in the following text as her brother and friend of Jesus is in the state of physical death.

John 11:21-26  21) "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22) But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." 

 23) Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 

 24) Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 

 25) Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26) and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 
It could be understood that Lazarus was a believer, for Jesus wept over his apparent physical death, yet Jesus, being the resurrection gave us a clear example of his power and a peak at the reality that we will live again (after death) and will technically never die spiritually.
· Proof that there is a physical and spiritual life within and about us as humans can be seen in scripture such as Matthew 10:28  28) Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
5.  Where will our spirit be upon our death?  Either in the presence of the spirit of Jesus, or Satan.

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 6) Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7) We live by faith, not by sight. 8) We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  When we depart this body, as believers, it is possible that we will and can live in the presence of the spirit of Jesus until the resurrection.

For the non-believers, they may preside in the presence of Satan as implied in the following scripture (although no conclusive directives are provided).

Luke 16:22–23   22) "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23) In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.
6.  What should we expect with the end of time in connection with death?

Like many people wonder today, the disciples asked Jesus what will be the sign of His coming and the end of the age.  

Matthew 24:4-14   4) Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5) For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,[a]' and will deceive many. 6) You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7) Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8) All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

 9) "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10) At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11) and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12) Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13) but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14) And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

7.  Will there be a judgment day for all upon death and will all die?  Yes, we will all be judged and die a physical death.  
Revelations 20:11-15

The Dead Are Judged 

 11) Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12) And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13) The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14) Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15) If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
8. How do we get to heaven upon our death and resurrection?  We must understand our ride will not be a taxi, boat, plane, etc., but the angels themselves will be our chaperons.  Matthew 24:30-31  30) At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
9.  Can we be assured that we will have an opportunity at everlasting life upon our death?  Yes, if you believe in Jesus Christ (and obey his words as available in the Holy Bible).

Revelation 21

The New Jerusalem 

 1) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2) I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4) He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

 5) He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

 6) He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7) He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8) But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."

10.  Do we become angels after we die?  Angels are beings created by God (Colossians 1:15-17) and are entirely different from humans. They are God’s special agents to carry out His plan and to minister to the followers of Christ (Hebrews 1:13-14). There is no indication that angels were formerly humans or anything else—they were created as angels. Angels have no need of, and cannot experience, the redemption that Christ came to provide for the human race. First Peter 1:12 describes their desire to look into the Gospel, but it is not for them to experience. Had they been formerly humans, the concept of salvation would not be a mystery to them, having experienced it themselves. Yes, they rejoice when a sinner turns to Christ (Luke 15:10), but salvation in Christ is not for them.

Eventually, the body of the believer in Christ will die. What happens then? The spirit of the believer goes to be with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8). The believer does not become an angel. It’s interesting that both Elijah and Moses were recognizable on the Mount of Transfiguration. They had not transformed into angels, but appeared as themselves—although glorified—and were recognizable to Peter, James and John. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/become-angels.html
Question: "What age will everyone be in Heaven?"

Answer: The Bible does not specifically answer this question. Will babies and children who die still be babies / children in Heaven? What about elderly people who die, do they remain elderly in Heaven? Some have guessed that babies are given a resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:35-49) that is “fast-forwarded” to the “ideal age,” just as those who die at an old age are "re-wound" to the ideal age. This would indicate that there won’t be any children or elderly people in heaven.

What is the ideal age? Again, this concept is not specifically biblical, some believe it to be around 30. Some guess 33 since that is approximately the age Jesus was when He died. First John 3:2 declares, "Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."

One thing is for certain. Whatever age we appear to be, we will be gloriously perfect. Our entire person will be remade flawless, wholly and completely Christ-like. We will lose all trace of human fallenness, wearing the white robes of purity, holiness and absolute perfection. So whatever age we are, it will be the age of complete and total perfection.
Question: "Will we be able to see and know our friends and family members in Heaven?"
Many people recognized Jesus after His resurrection (John 20:16, 20; 21:12; 1 Corinthians 15:4-7).

Question: "Will there be marriage in heaven?"

Answer: The Bible tells us, “At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven” (Matthew 22:30). This was Jesus’ answer in response to a question concerning a woman who had been married multiple times in her life —whom would she be married to in heaven (Matthew 22:23-28)? Evidently, there will be no such thing as marriage in heaven. This does not mean that a husband and wife will no longer know each other in heaven. This also does not mean that a husband and wife could not still have a close relationship in heaven. What it does seem to indicate, though, is that a husband and wife will no longer be married in heaven.

Most likely, there will be no marriage in heaven simply because there will be no need for it. When God established marriage, He did so to fill certain needs. First, He saw that Adam was in need of a companion. “The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him’” (Genesis 2:18). Eve was the solution to the problem of Adam’s loneliness, as well as his need for a “helper,” someone to come alongside him as his companion and go through life by his side. In heaven, however, there will be no loneliness, nor will there be any need for helpers. We will be surrounded by multitudes of believers and angels (Revelation 7:9), and all our needs will be met, including the need for companionship. 

Second, God created marriage as a means of procreation and the filling of the earth with human beings. Heaven, however, will not be populated by procreation because in heaven we will have glorified bodies that are neither male nor female. Those who go to heaven will get there by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; they will not be created there by means of reproduction. Therefore, there is no purpose for marriage in heaven since there is no procreation or loneliness.

Study By Pastor Tim Westley of Shepherd’s Vineyard Christian Church.
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