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Bible Study                                                                        February 7, 2007
Bible Basics – Part I
Vocabulary
Apocrypha – (Greek apokrypos, “hidden”)  Writings from the intertestamental period included in the Greek translation of the Old Testament (Septuagint) but not included in the Hebrew Bible.  The Roman Catholic Church has received these as canonical Scripture; Protestant churches have not.

Bible – (Greek biblia, “[the] books”) The canonical writings accepted as normative for religious faith.  In Christianity, the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) and the New Testament comprise the Bible.  Theologically, the Bible is acknowledged in the church as a revelation from God.

Canon – The biblical books constituting the Old and New Testaments and considered authoritative by the Christian church.
  Literally meaning “standard” or “rule,” the term is most closely associated with the collection of books that the church has recognized as the written word of God (scripture) and that functions as the rule or standard of faith and practice in the church.

Intertestmental Period – The period between the writing of the last Old Testament book (Malachi; first half of the 5th century B.C.) and the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple (A.D. 70).  It was a period of postexilic Judaism.  Others would designate the years from 587 B.C. to A.D. 135 as the period. 
 

Testament – (Greek – diatheke, Latin testum) A person’s last will to dispose of property.  Also a covenant – as at Sinai (Ex. 31:18; 34:29; cf. Heb. 9:1,4).  Both senses are found in Galatians 3:15-18.  The term is also used for the division of the Bible into Old and New Testaments.

Bible Classifications
Apocrypha Bible – Contains certain books that Protestants don’t consider canonical.  Most of these OT books are accepted by the Roman Catholic Church.

Children’s Bible – Includes illustrations and other study aids that are especially helpful to children.

Concordance Bible – List places in the Bible where key words are found.

Red Letter Bible – The words spoken by Christ appear in red.

Reference Bible – Pages include reference to other Bible passages on the same subject.

Self-Proclaiming Bible - Diacritical marks (as dictionary) appear above difficult names and words to help with the pronunciation.

Text Bible – Contains text without footnotes or column references.  May include maps, illustrations, and other helpful material.

Questions
1.  How many books are in the Bible? 66
2.  How many in the Old Testament? 39
3.  How many in the New Testament? 27
4.  What language was the Old Testament written? Hebrew
5.  What language was the New Testament written? Greek
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