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Bible Study                                                                        
A Closer Look At the Apostles

I.  Introduction 
· What is a disciple?

· What is an apostle?

· How many were there?

· Who were they?
· How were they selected?

· What made them different from religious leaders of there day?

· What were there phases of calling?

· What were they called to Do?

II. Discuss the learning process for the Apostles.

III. Discuss Specifics of the Apostles. 
IV. Conclusion

Introduction

Just like many of us today, the apostles were simple people who believed in Jesus Christ.  Against the belief of the religious elite, God showed man that He is able to use the simple and ordinary among us to do great things, such as the apostles did.  Jesus was able to take these men and in a short period bring them from the phase of being a “student” to being a “messenger” of his word.  He can do the same for us today.

1.  What is a disciple? A student.  A “Learner” or “Follower”.
2.  What is an apostle?  Messenger.  One who is sent out.
3.  How many were there? 12 originally.  Judas hung himself (was replaced by Matthias (Acts 1:20-26).  Paul was outside of this 12 but was considered an apostle “born out of due time” (1 Corinthians 15:8).
4.  Who were they?  Simon “Peter”, Andrew, James son of Zebedee, John, Phillip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas Iscariot
5.  How were they selected?  They were personally selected and called by Jesus.
6.  What made them different from religious leaders of their day?  They were not known as religious scholars or leaders at the time of their calling and were not part of the elite religious echelon or group.
7.  What were the phases their of calling?  (a) Conversion. (b) Ministry. (c) 
Apostleship. (d) Discipleship (ultimately a call to martyrdom).
8.  What were they called to do?  Disciple or spread the gospel to the nations.  Edify the church through the equipping of saints for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12).
9.  Why were there only 12?  The number is likely symbolic, representing the twelve tribes of Israel.

10.  Why would Jesus chose these 12 instead of the religious elite?  His strength is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).  Through them his glory shines greater verses those of the stubborn religious establishment of the time.
Five things that made the learning process difficult for the apostles.

1. They lacked spiritual understanding.

2. They lacked humility (problem with being humble – Matt. 20:20-28; Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46).

3. They lacked faith (Matthew 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16;8)

4. They lacked commitment (Mark 14:50)
5. They lacked power (Acts 1:8)
Specifics
Interesting Information about the Apostles
· Ordinary men, not known as scholars or religious leaders of the time.

· Had no track record as orators or theologians.

· Some would argue they were somewhat slow learners. Jesus remarked that they were slow learners and somewhat spiritually dense (Luke 24:25; Matthew 15:16-17; cf 16:9.)
· Empowered by God to inaugurate the spread of the gospel message (Acts 17:6).

· “In and of themselves they were clearly not sufficient for the task.”(cf.2 Corinthians 2:16).

· Had just over 18 months of training for the huge task they were called to do.

· Foundation of Christian Church with Jesus as the chief cornerstone. (Ephesians 2:20).

· Turned world upside down (in a good way) for Christianity (Acts 17:6).

If you have learned something from this study then the seed is planted.  We pray that you will allow God to water your spirit so that you may grow.  
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